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Continoed from page 1
Fess to ask Wardle to belp her make &
wilk

She said she personally gathered togeth-
er Miss Hess' stocks and interest cheques,
which were kept in a buffet drawer in the
Hess home, {or transfer to lerm mvest-
ments to be locked away in the safety
deposit box.

The Lucas couple Iclt m September,
1978 Within a few weeks, Vinoe Walsh, a
Tl-year-ohd former Queen St second-hand
furniture dealer and neighbor, moved in
with Miss Hess,

Wardle said nesther he nor his famuly
knew Walsh, who also moved two over-
sized Alpine dogs and two bounding pups
into the modest, tworbedroom house.
Walsh lrved there until Miss Hess died.

Kept from entering

According to Wardle, Waish used hus
dogs to keep people, including himself,
from entering the house. Though Wardle
saw Miss Hess every week when she
plaved pano Thursday nights at his War-
die Commumty Service Centre — a
meeting-place for seniors— he was only
able to visit ber home once, 18 November,
1979, shortly before she was taken to
hossital, near death.

Fréter Cranston, the doctor who saw her
at heme after being called by Walsh, is a
provincial coroner. He described the
house a5 “a disaster — something out af
Dickens™ There was dog and human
waste about, a chaotic mess of torn news-
papers, Dlackened fridge and stove,
broken-down furniture and [t [hes.

Wardbe sapd Mizs Hess' house was
“always dreadiul”

After her desth, Wardle arranged Miss
Hess' funeral In a death notice 1o The
Suar, Dec, 23, he wrote, “Miss Lillian Hess

.dear friend of Mr, and Mrs. Thomas A
Wardle Sr. and Alderman Thomas A
“rardtﬂ__ll :

. Another plot

Wardle had her buried in Pine filis
Cemetery but later Iearned her famuly
had a plot assigned for her at St John's
Norway Cometery. “She never told us she
had a plot,” he said )

Several of Miss Hess' longtume {riends
were gware of her bural wishes and -
formed Wardle of his mistake.

Np relatrves were present at the {uner-
al. Wardle smd he didn't contact any be-
couse Miss Hess told him several vears
ago that her relatrves “hadn't bothered
with her for 2 lng while." Wardle's law-
ver, Donald Cosway, attempted to locale
relatives but was unable to find any.

The Star contacted four of Muss Hess'
relatives ;n the United States. They were
appatled that they were not informed that
“Lilly"™ Hess {as they called her) spent six
wealkts in hospital before she died. They
sand they were not informed of her death.

Didn’t know Wardle

~ome of the relatives — all first cousing
who had regularly written to Miss Hess
and visited her over many years — had
ever heard of Wardle or Mrs. Lucas from
her. One cousin said she had Jast visted
Aiss Hess in Torento three years 2go

Rev. George Hess of Flonda angrily
totd The Star: If Lilly bad been in wani,
anv one of us would have helped her. We
woutd have gone to Torontd f we koew
Lilly needed us "

He asked how hus cousin couid have
siarved when she had long owned “oodles
of maney” her father left her.

Alice Hess Durando of New Jersey re-

tery.

—“.___________-M

HESS, Lillian — At the Toronlo
General Hospital on Saturday,
December 22, 1979. Miss Liilian
Hess, beloved daughter of the late
Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence Hess, dear
friend of Mr. and Mrs. Thomas A.
Wardle Sr. and Alderman Thomas
A. Wardle. Friends will be received
at the Austin J. Mack Funeral
Home, 1986 Queen St. E. (at Waver-
ley Rd.) on Sunday after 2 p.m.
Services in the chapel on Monday at
10 a.m. Interment Pine Hills Ceme-

—

- -
E
.
" e, L
. 3
-
.
.
o
B
B
ite
-
N R .
- , \
g SRR
. ' .
- HEL" |
. -
-
- ey
: ;
F i iwd, .
P,
s
A
\
.
- G T
- T
.
P
AT H
\ . 1
H L
P
.
' i
= -
-, g
|
:
E N ,gl::l"*""
7
i

.

L r "
R 1 i
Bt Ae -7
W Akl
LR,

Thomas Wardle Jr., was the sole
executor and trustes of Lillian Hess’
estate. He was also left about £35-
000 in her will which he said he did-
n't know about until recently.

acted strongly to news of het cousin's
passing “How come they didnt let us
know? Something’s ishy in the wind some
place.” )

The {amily members are asking gques-
tions about how ther relative of
malnuintion and neglect. And they want
to kmow why the people to whom she lelt
the bulk of her estate were not able to pre-
vent the conditions leading to her dea

Questions were also asked by the lew
firm of Lyons Arbus. They became mmvolv-
ed when Walsh took Miss Hess to themn mn
July, 1978,

Aiss Hess snd she had no money 1o ber
bank aceount for hving expenses. Law-
vers contacted Wardle about hus Ninaneial
relatronshup with Miss Hess He told law-
ver Michael Slan that there were “suffi-
clent funds™ for Miss Hess Hving costs
and that be would do nothing to encroach
on her capital nvestments.

Walsh had become upset with his living
arrangements with Miss Hess in July,
1970, Miss Hess received $342 per month
from her old age and school board pen-
sions that went directly into her bank ac-
count. She wrote cheques for $60 every
week for expenses - an amount she
worked out with Wardle,

The interest {rom her imvestments went
imto a second accoumt. Whenever it added
te a worthwhile sum, 1t went into baymg
more term investments, which were lock-
ed away 1n her safety deposit box.

Interviewed alone *

Walsh said hydro and {ax bilis depleted
the chequing account and be was {old by
the bank there was no money 10 oovVer
thear weskly draw.,

According 10 a bank employes, *I was
s0 aggravated T could see the woman was
siarving and filthy. There was oo money
in her accounts. 1 couldn® gel money
from her safety deposmt box-

The death notice apparently wasn’t seen by any of her relatives

~did mot recover her

So on July 19, 1979, Walsh took Miss
Hess to Lyons Arbns, oo the advice of the
bank empiovee. Miss Hess was intervnew-
#d alone by & team of 1a

She told them she 't understand
why she had an arrangement with Wardle
that wouldn't allow her to get at her own
money, without him. She sawd she wanted
to make anew will. -

Miss Hess said Wardle had been kmd
and she would leave im something but
that others needed money more than he.

Wardle told The Star be called back
Michas! San to outlme Miss Hess' Income
and expenses According to the lawyer's
notes, the 360 weekly draw on her 5342
monthly income created an ebvious short-
fall, once extra bills {at least 1270 annmy=
ally for hydro, taxes and telephone) were
paid.

_Wardle insisted in the telephone inter-
view that there were “sulflicient funds™
{or her lving costs. He sard Miss Hess got
210 a week, alihough Walsh and lawyers
insist it was 560, _

Couldn’t proceed

- ~Al the time Miss Hess visited Lyons

Arbus she was unable to refember Amita
Lucas 4o whom she'd feft her house and
half her money. The lawyers [elt they
enuld not procesd with 2 new wall while
she was in a state of confusion and obvi
ous poor bealth.

Instead, they tried to get information to
asgess her fmances and get Walsh to take
her toa doctor.

But they were blocked at every turn. A
bank employee delayed petting docu-
ments for fear of losing & job. Wardle told
the firm he would do nothing to encroach
on Miss Hess' capltal money tiad up in in-
vestments.

Miss Hess' health worsensd. Wardle
spoke 1o a public Realth rurse who visted
in October. She gave Miss Hess a bath, but
the elderly woman refused to see a doctar.

Walsh finally called Dr. Cranston in |

November, when Miss Hess was on the
brink of starving to death. .

Wardle sald he was “surprised” at Miss
Hess' condition when she was taken to
hosptal. Asked of he hadn't noliced her
emaciated, under-34-pound {rame, be
rephed: “She was never 2 {at person. She
was very thin-framed.”

Cranston safd in an interview that Miss
Hess was “probably deteriorating for
several months If somecne had the re

nsibility to look after her, they weren't
pingit”

He said be noted a message over Miss
Hess' telephone that said to call Wardle in
case of emergency, There was 00 Snswer
at the numbers listed when he called.

Wardle's lawyer, Cosway, told The Star
Wardle had “a relationshup of trust™ with

. Miss Hess. '

LilHan Hess did not change ker will She
physical and mental
health in hospital. Om Nevember 12, 1979,
a hospital psychuatrist declared her men-
tally meompetent. Her fmances passed
into the hands of the public trustee.
After her death, her last will — which
left Wardle and Mrs. Lucas some 570,000

betwesn ther — come ite &l fect.

Wardle told The Star that mguirtes and
allegations made by Muiss Hess' [riends
and questions ahout s rofe m Miss Hess'
life were “upsetting.”

"1 dvd everything possble to look after
her finances. I tried for herself, too, bui
she was very stubborn, very stubborn.

“Bear In mind she was 2 Christian
Scientist and refused medical help. It was
ket overTiding prineiple.

“3he insisted on having it her way."

In her lifetime, Lilban Hess touched the
llves of scores of people m the Beach
neighborbood.

Living frugally in the house her parents
left her, she secured a nest egg of about
5L18,000, while stll gererous to friends
who needed help, .

Heors is-the stary of Toronio and its
guant, village-like Beach area over the

span of the century,
Lillan Hess was an only child, dominat-

ed by her devout Chrastisn Scientist moth-

er. Her family moved to the Beach arean

1910 when Lilly was 11. She lived there

ever since, just steps from the Tamous
baardwalk and scross from Kew Gandens
Park where she foved to strofl.

» She had one mgjni' romance at 18, But

"her mother dlsapproved of her choice and

cut off her plans io marry. The petite
young woman turned to her second love
- LS. :

She went to work for the Toronto Board
of Education as a prmcipal’s secretary.
Her father, Lawrence Hess died whea
Lilly was 40, leaving her the howse and in-

Piano player: The second greatest love of Lillian

for

-

senior citizens in the Beaches community where-

pinster’s house a ‘disaster’ area

Hess' life was the piano and she played it with gusto  she had Jived since 1910. In her hfetime she T.uuchre:d;

at the Wardle Centre and the Monarchist club and

Balked in love, Lillian Hess turned to music

vestments hike boom stocks in H::-]tmgler
MinesLtd and MNoranda Mines Lid

When her mother, Edith, died, she lely
her daughter with no idea how to care for
herself. L:ly, at 56, had never cooked or
cleaned house.

Retiming from work after 35 vears, Miss
Hess plunged mts a busy daly schedule as
a volunieer pianist for the Beach com-
mumty. She plaved regularly 2t the War-
dle centre and the Monarchest club where
the Wardle family were involved.

It was natural that Miss Hess would
seek help from Tom Wardle Jr, a nmior
alderman since 1976, when the fared her
first orisiz 1n the summer of 1977,

Yoars of neglecting her home had caus-
ed 2 newghbor to loedge a complaint with
City Hall A Teronto buildings depart-
ment 1 showed 3 “cefliciencies” at
21 Lee Ave. at the Ume of inspection.

Friends helped her clean up the mess of
strewn papers, beaped clothing and
broken furmiture she'd accumulated, But
they advised her to ask Wardle {o clear

the rest of the work orders as she was
from stramn g

* The mumcipal Tile on the Hess home o5
marked “compled” as of September 23,
1977,

It was then that her health began to fail

A public health nurse who visited Miss
Hess as a resull of the city inspection call-
wd for mental healih gssessment On Dec
8, 1978, a commumiy mental health work-
er said Miss Hess was “eccentric™ but not
mentally incompéetent.

(By defimtion, mental incompetence
would have meant the transfer of Miss
Hess' Ninances to the profecton of the
provincial public trustee.)

Three days later, on Dec. 11, a Christian
Sceentist nurse who vimied Miss Hews at
the request of a [riend. noted she was i
capable of making a decimon or lecking
after hersell.

Friends nursed Miss Hess back {o bealth
— Ignoring peculiariues like ber disimch-
nation o wash bersell or use a toilet m-
stead of a parl — until April, 1973, when
Anita and her hushand Lucas arrived

the lives of scores of people. _

Mrs Locas, who says she knew Miss!
Hess 25 vears and was “best loved™ of hor
friends, told The Star: *1 drd my best for:
Liltian I cleaned gut 3 boxes of her cloth-:
img with her. She was 2 recluse who wani-;
ed to hang onto evervihing, even he - 1o,
ther's old clothes. :

“1 took all her valuables, including her
father's gold watch m her purse, and pal
it all m the safety depost box. Pecple
were trying to steal from her.” !

Afer Mrs, Lucas left and Walsh moved
1, Miss Hess friends found her roomer
was unwilling to let them talk to his
charge ¢n the phone or allaw them to s

Mrs. Lucas recalled dropping in “unex-
pectedly” on Walsh last summer when she
was m Toronto on business: “Vimoe was
cookmg chickens in fwo pots. They went
Lo the dogs, not Lillan.” .

She says she spoke to Wardle about
Walsh. “I asked il we can get him [Walsh}
out. Mr Wardle said, “Why don't you walk

right iz . Lo
"1 todd um I couldn't go in there untilt
was fumigated.” .. vl

F .

Seaton plan ‘botched from
beginning’, critics say

Seaton, the proposed lown that was
scutiled by the province Thursday, has
turned out to be "ithe most expensive
whyte elephant in Ontarie hustory,” New
Demoeratic Party leader Michas! Cassidy
charged vesterday. .

Cassidy seid the “whole preject has been
batched (rom the very beginning.”

But, he said, “it makes sense for the
government to admit it blundered rather
than go on pretending they could develop
the tawn” :

Hounsing Mimster Claude Benneil has
caid the government won't start Seaton
e ¥ Pk o

The b ing on
$280 n?il.]inn worth of provincia ed
land was intended to bouse 78,

by the year 2004, but development hasn't
keptpace with projected figures.
y tressury critic David

Peterson (L—Londen Centre) saidgter—
-day the government’s scuttling of Seaton
is “a drop in the bucket beside $800 mil-
lion in land the provinee has assembied
k. The interest the government Is paying
- -

pecple,

on that $800 millon worth of tand would
keep several Omtario hespitals open, he
sad.

Petersan said despite Bennett's conten-
tion Seaton was enly delayed and not kill-
ed, “it"s deader than a doornail and it's a
shameful waste of public fonds."

He said the expropristions, tekeovers
and evictions “which have caosed so much
beariache for Omtario residents were all
done hecaueEe 11;:fzu.':ij gg;:nnnﬂ“ﬁ: want-
ed 1o rechape the Jace e Map.

The government is holding omto the
$800 million worth of land because it can't
even sall it for twu-thidrs the price orige

id for it, Be sai )
nﬂfﬁtﬂnﬂn for Ontario Liberal Lead-
er Shuart Smith, whe is vacationmg m
Montreal, s2id “the government's plan for

North P was ill-conceived in the
first and we are glad, the govern-
ment hascome to its senses.”

The spokesman sald “it was a complete
waste of $280 millicn of taxpayers’ maney
and another example of bad govermment
planming.”

For some, bitter legacy all that’s left

By Marflyn Dunlop Toronto Star

Three years ago tomorrow, Hoy Bam-
brough and his two daoghters were forci
by escorted from their home by bailiffs,
evicted by the Omtario government which
had expropriated their land.

B‘-am?mm%‘a 12 acres were part of the
25,(K0-acre land parce] in North Picker-

ing the government infended fo turn into '

a new fown 1o be called Seaton. Building

wasto start in 1982
Thtﬁ_mmmmipmnmdadthﬂdmth

knell of the Bambroughs' family dream.

“It was one of those possibly im
dreams,” Bammlllagh said m
three generations hiving together passing
on information-from one generation io
another.,™ :

Yesterday Bambrough learned his
dream had been destroved *or no wseful
purpose.” Housing Minister Clawde Ben-
pett -anmounced project was “heing
buried™, - )

WMot that Bambrough is sorry the

sect has been scrapped. It would be'a
il they had gone ahead.” he sald.
But he is still bitter and " it ever

began, causing havec in the Hves of - ¢

dreds of fe. The government expro-
pristed 730 properties Several hmdred
others were soid voiuntarily.

Bambrough's wife, Sheflah, had her first
beart attack when she learned in 1972 the
povernment” planmed to take over their
famwd: She has had seven miore heart al-
tacks since which Bambrough blames on
the strafn. *T've had one myvsell,” he saud.

His.daughter, Helen, he says, “weeps
ey LI

priis g akg RIS

nnﬂlemalechﬂ?.“ he for f

Bambrough fought the province for five
years before he was evicted. ] think I was
{he anly one physically forcibly removed,”
he said. -

Would he go back and trv to piece to-

gether his dream? “Claude must
arswer ohe question i’tﬁt,‘*he said.“I:LTJ:e
government prepared to register a notice
of sbandonment of expropriation ™

As it now stands, he said, “the corpse (of
Seaton) is strangled but buried alive™ The

and now I'm ready to come cul fighting.”
The Nortie Pickering plan also created
chaos in the lives of Eeather and Terence
Dinsmore and their three children. =Cur
way of hife was destroyed,” she sad yes-
terday. “That was our dream home. We
were very happy threre. We've never ad-
fusted, never found a place singe where we

were happy.”
The ]:Egunnm live in Brockln teday.
sold their five acres with a 10-room
cedar chalet and stable in 1972 for #45,-
000, They were among the first to sell
“We were told that il we wzited for
priation we'd -get bess,” she said “We've
been in debt every since. We now have 2
little house on a small Jot. We had to sell
Qur ammals.™” .

Mrs. Dinsmore, & nurse, worked part-
time seven Yedars “Now," she says, “T
have to work foll time just so our family
can survive” -

She poes back to see the North Plicker-
ing house every month “I have for seven
years. There are kids living there and

_there’s garbage all over and it looks bke a
-wreck It's been rented out since 1W4
There i nothing 1 can do aboat it bt I

— T — TS = TR W T T

have an awful lot of anger.” .
Would she go back? “I dom't believe 1L
would be possible,”, sbe said. “We conldnL
afford to buy back oor own place.” o
But even if they were offered 1t for th
ice the government paid them, “Td
E;E'Elﬂﬂﬁ.&abﬂtﬂ[."ﬁem one of %
homegwners who complained Lo _then
Omtarin Ombudsman Arthor Maloney,
about the price they were pawd after;they,
found those who held out for'two years gol:
much more. The case of the 27 is stll be=
fore the Suprame Coort of Ontario. ,
Lawver Eugene LaBrie, who built mucts
of {he beautiful home on the 100 acres he
and his wile owned, reacted to Bennetl's
announcement with mmﬂf“ﬂtﬂﬂh
ight years of this you get sort of mum
ﬁtﬁﬂiﬂlﬂ?ﬂ? feel now.” '
LaBrie contimges to live in his house
renting i from the govermment. * -~ *iZ
" Godirey Bemnett's fntention ol
1 a tu. II ':]El_'i l.lhm Bmm
has not said on what terms. It should be
long leases — 99 years — 30 3 farmer can
feel he can Jeave the Land to bis son. Whes-
pecpie think it s ot going to be theirs
next year, they don't care about the land."
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