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WOMAN RESPONSIBLE
FOR FATAL RESULT
IN HUCALACK CASE

Coroner’s Jury Returns Ver-|
dict, Naming Russian’s
Wife as Slayer

STORY OF PERSECUTION

~

Chiet Coroner Graham'’s jury yes-
terday found that Peter or John Hu-
calack came to his death on January
3, at 678 Danforth avenue, as a re-
sult of bullets fired from a gun in
the hands of Pear] Levine or Pear!
Hucalack. Because of the doubt as
to which of the men, Levine or Hu-
calack, the -woman is married, the
jury described her under both names
in the verdict. They also gave Hu-
calack both the Christian names by
which he was known.

The woman accused of the shoot-
ing sat in the room throughout the
entire inquest proceedings. She was
interested, but apparently did not
feel the serlousness of the crime
with which she is chuarged. Tho evl-
dence of the varlous witnesges told
of continuous struggle and the tur-
bulent domestic life of this young
Ruseian woman, who, according to
the testimony of the police officers,
shot Hucalack twice as he lay in his
bed. One bullet penetrated the
‘heart and the other the braln, Hav-
Ing kept pressing the trigger of an
automautic revolver almed at Huca-
lack until it jamined, the young
woman then ran to the telephone
and informed the police of her
crime. When the police arrived at
the scene she handed them the re-
voiver and told them she was afraid
that he meant to kill her, her three
children and Louis Levine, father of
the children.

Story of Domestic Tragedy.

There was a mlld sensation when
counsel for Mrs, Levine, or Mrs.
Hucalack, asked that Louls Levine
be glven protection of the court, as
the defense contended that he was
the husband of the woman. The
Coroner promlsed protection. Le-
vine said he ltved at 1162 Danforth
avenue, and had known the woman
since she was nine years of age, and
her name then was Pearl Schur-
kowitz, He said he had married her
in Vilna, Russia, the ceremony be-
ing perforined by a Rabbi. He said
he had no documents to prove the
marriage. He had brought her to
Canada as his wife with two chil-
dren, and a third child was born in
Canada. He sald he married her
about 14 years ago, when gshe was
17 years of age,

He had first heard about Hucalack
two years ago. He had made a trip
to the . Morality Department with
Hucalack and the young wotman. At
that time Hucalack had lhrenlenedl
Levine. However, for the sake of |
the chlldren, Levine said he hndt
made a_ home in Hamilion for his!
wife. He had also provided the!
place at 678 Danforth avenue. He
left there just before Christmas  he-
cause his wife told him that Huca-
lack was coming back and he had
better “watch himself.”” fle had
gone to his sister’s place. His main
thought, he declared, was to glve
his children a home,

Threats From Hucalnek. |

He declared that hls wife haq
told him that Hucalack had told her
that if she did not go back to him !
he would kill -her and the children.
He also told of his wife being in 8t.
Michael's Hospital, and he thought
it might be necessary to send her to
an asylum, but a doctor had stated |
that a rest would make her well
again. At St. Michael's Hospital he
had been threatened by Hucalack to
stay away from the woman.

Coroner Graham, in  addressing
the jury, sald that he was much fm-
pressed with the story told by Le-
vine. It was apparent that the wom-
an had been persecuted, but there
was no evidence that she had actu-
ally suffered any harm from Huca-
lack before the occasion of the
murder,

To the police on the day of the
tragedy the woman sajd she was the
wife of Hucalack, having married
him In Montreal, Whether this was
an actunl marriage or a mere cere-
mony has 1ot yet been proved. The
police Baid that the woman seemed
anxious to tell everything about her-
self down to the most minute detalls.
8he said she had had trlied to shoot
Hucalack a third time, but the gun
stopped. In firing the revoiver she
hurt one of her fingers. She algo
told the police that while in Buffalo
Hucalack had wanted her to lead an
immoral life.

The jury was out about 20 min-
utes arriving at its verdict.
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