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Lillr.m Hess devoted her life unselfishly
t6 her church and {mends in the Besch
area of Toronto. Yet, when she died 2t the
age of 80, a doctor described her as “the
worst case of malnutrition, dehydration
and " he'd ever seen.

- For months she bad lived in squalor and
filth, covered in her own excrement and
urine, dm%mﬂ ﬂﬂms.m tu;-_s'
pensioner wei just under 34 poun
when she was admitled to Toronto Gener-
al Hospital One doctor said she looked
“like a concentration camp vicum." She
died six weeks later on Dec. 22, 1975,

- Her severe melnutriton and neglect

were not the result of abject poverty or
extreme isolation

Miss Hess, a soft-spoken, 4 foot, 10 inch
retited school secretary and pianist,
gwned mare than $118,000 in bank cerufi-
cates, stocks and property when she died.

In a wnll dzted 18 months before Rer
deatk, she named Thomas Wardle Jr.
alderman for Ward 9 where she lived, as
sale pxecutor and trustee of her estate

She lelt Wardle personally nearly “half
her net assels — about $33,000.

Wardle, who spoke to The Star last
night from New Zezland where be is vacs-
tuomng, said: “I just tried to be a friend

and be belpful . . . We didn't wish people
taking admiageafhur

“The Wardle family has known Miss
Hess for about 25 vears and we always
hela;l-ed ber when she asked us to do so,” he
sal

“About two and a halfl vears ago she
asked meé to lopk after ber financial deal-
ings. | suggested to her that she make 3
wilk"

Wardle, who studied law in d,
said ke did not know that he was a
ficiary of the will unti recently. “1 had no
pari i makong the wil®

On June 7, 1578, Wardie took Miss Hess
to lawyer David Pelers to make her will,

and warted in an outer office while she
handed Peters instructions m her own
handwriting.
The note used semi-legal language such
as “I wish mv estate, house and contents
. _: and “1 make the following bequests

Miss Hess left her house at 21 Les Ave.
and the remaining hall of her estate to
Anita Lucas, 3 smger she sometimes
gccomparued on the puano. Mrs Lucas
now Lives in Sarrey, BC.

She left 3500 each to two friends plus
$100 each to 3 Christian Science church
and the Monarchist League of Canada.

The will instructs that the remainder go

No one
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“to Wardle and Mrs. Lucas, “share and
share alike.™

Wardle told The Star his family had
knowsn Mrs. Lucas “for several Yyears,
through politics” He saud Mrs Lucas and
he were the enly people who tried to kelp
Miss Hess in her later years.

Lillian Hess sygned her will on June 9,
1978. A menth later, on July 14, Wardie
and Miss Hess took out joint rental of 2
safety deposit box at the Toronte-Liomin-
jon bank at Queen 5t. and Lee Ave

On the rental receipt i5 a special clause
limuting access fo the box unless Wardle
was present with Miss Hess,

Wardle said he made that arrangement
with the bank “to protect her own inter-
egts”

Mrs Locas, whe bved six months in
Flomda and s:x months i Toronto, was
lw with ¥iss Hess during the period of

"s help with Miss Hess' finances.

"'-Irs. I.u-l:as ard her hushand Bill wisited
Miss Hess in April, 1978, intending to buy
a house in the Beach area. Instead, they
stayed five months before returzing to
thear U5 home.

In a telephone interview {rom British
Columbia, Mrs. Lucas said she 1o0ld Miss

See SPINSTER'S/ page Al5
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A messy muddy clean-up began
in downtown Port Hope this morn-
ing after the Ganaraska River
went on a wild rampage inundat-
ing the business section of this
’Epu.-n of 10,000 pecple.

A, stale n-f emergency declaration that

drove 60 Tamilies from their bomes in Cor
bpurg fearmg a damburst in the worst of

8 BIG SECTIONS and Star Week
featuring TV listings, Color Comics

and Today magazine

r'

WEEKEND WEATHER/Windy,
cloudy, no more rain.

High 3C. Details, A2

widespread floods across Southern DIjLap _

::J,':;uag Iifted about 9 p.m. fast mght.
ahe Cobourg families who took shelter

geermpght in St Peter’s chureh hall were
ekpected

to return to their bomes today.
ZHeeve Boyd Henry declared the state of
eﬂmrgmc:i and ordered everyene to stay
clear of downtown late yesterday after-
ntan. He feared a burst in the dam north
of town.
S Worst flood
" ¥t would be about the worst flood in the
tast 100 years," said Mike Wiadyka, a local
historian and former mayor of Port Hope
- ™1 it hadn't been for the boys working
for,the town who cleared the ice out it
would have been one heck of a lot worss.”

- ®As it is you'd have to go back to 1936,
the former mayor g&ﬂngatthewnt&r
touching the steps of city hall.

A 300yard wide torrent did several

milwons of dollars damage to the heart of
the town. Nobody was injured and there
were no fatalities. .
“- A Sears mail order office on Ontario 5.
was torn apart by the rushing water. The
stock 1 the store was carried off by the
water as were two walls of the hiniding

Mayor Bill Wyatt said the town plans to
ask the province for emergency aid. A
special emergency meebng of the town
council has been called for this afterncon
dkd Wyatt expecis 2 motion asking for aid
tﬁ_j:e endorsed unanimously.

5 Total runoff

~The flash flood caught even the
sional flood-watehers off guard. On
day, the flood plain commties of the
Gimaraska Region Conservation Author-
itv.said there would be no danger from

the river. .
2Within 24 bours, telephone service to
hiuuerHupeha:thmkmkeduut

-:d'i:i-

getﬂ‘ Gryniewski, 3 metesrologist with
Ministry of Natoral Resourves, said
the lack of snow this winter is partially re-

ﬂ]ﬁﬂlhlﬁ for the flpoding. “With little
snow cover, the frost went exceptionally
da:p a.uﬂ now the ground ism? able &
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town Port Hope in worst floods to hit the town in  as water subsided.

By Michael Hanlon Toronto Star
As Canada's railways go elickety-clack

plush Montreal boardrooms of CN Rail
arsd CP Rail.

'ﬁwawnfmnfdmma&lhmkas the
broadlogm, the prospects as cosy as the
directors' chairs:

You'd think the tracks were madﬁ of

old
E The men who mﬂandasﬁﬂ.ﬂm miles
of railway track expecl this to be the
busiest. and most prospeross decade
they"ve ever had.

They see the economic boom in West-
ern Canada bringing them ever-increas
ing business

They see the energy crunch driving
Enods and “people away from less effi-
cient modes of travel sech as cars and
“trucks and airplanes, and oa to the rail-
WAYE

into the 1980s, the moad 15 buoyant in the .

Energy crunch, boom in west
15 good news for our raitways

The Railwar Hmrivalf 1
They even seme a change in the rate
they're paid 1o move export grain, a rate
.that costs them milllons of dﬁl:n a year
because they're compelled by law to haul

the grain at prices set by the Crow's Nest
Pass Agreement of 1897, .

“The "Bls belong to the railways™ says
Ron Lawless, president of CN Ra:l
“Epergy is one of the prime reasons .

" ism and the energy crisis last Noveémber:
" “In terms of energy efiiciency, the train

and rail 15 the most elficient way o move
freight long distances.”

Wilbam W. Stinson,. execulive vice-
president of CP Rail, predicts “enormous
growth potential” for the railways

J. Frank Roberts, chairman and presi-
dent of VIA Ball, which runs Cinada's

. 5Er'u'mes, ks “What happens
‘when

!!:sdr:.rup’ Feople will
hmrel'.nhlmmrm
He told a Halifax conference on tour-

is the most efficient form of pﬁhﬁm
riation, closely followed by -
Wﬂu confident are the-railways that |
u}eiy'a-re committed more than a billion
rs to capital expenditures in the
next few years.
The most spectacular project is a nine-

See THE 'Ss/page AS

New home

money Crisis
hits builders

By John Spears and Pat McNealy Toronto Star

- Disastrously high mortgage interest rates threaten to shut down Cana-
da's $15 billion house building mdustr}, builders and industry experts

warl.

Home hml{img — which provides 500,000 j ]ﬂus across Canada directiv
and indirectiy — is “poised on the brink of a virtual total shutdown,” says

experts in the field.

1" Frank Clayton of Clayton Research Associates Ltd., one of Canadd’s leading

Meanwhile Doug Hughes, manager of Canada Mortgage and Housing
Corp.'s Toronto office, says no new housing is being built in the Metro area
under the current record-high mortgage rates.

And Toronto Hnmsgndﬂgk}rd-m Assoria-
tion presidest Jobm warns that
if the industry is mocked flat, forcing
small builders out of business, it will drve
the cost of bousing up when the market

TECOVETS. '
Hughes, who oversees the area bounded
by Mississauga, Peierborough and Barrie,

savs be hasn't seen 3 single application for.

2 new house or rental apartment to be fi-
nanced under the new mortgage ratﬁ,

q:un-qtmarl 5 4-per ventor]
No apprurﬂ]s

Normally “hundreds”™ of applications
for private and renmtal housing under

e, ™

going mortgage rates would have been re-
ceived by this tUme of the year in CMHC's
Teranto office, Hughes said.

“But the only thing we have seen are for
commitments builders got last year when
inferest rates were between 12 and 13 per
cent,” he said. “We haven't issued any ap-
provals for rentals at all”

CMHEC-holds 18,000 mortgages In the
Toronto area, and insures thousands more
under the National Hoasing Act-

Clavton's research shows that housing
starts across Canada fell to their lowest
level in five years last month.

In Omtarie, 76000 homes were built in
1977, when interest raves averaped slight-
Iy more than 10 per cent. Thal number
dropped to TLOOD In 1978 as Interest

rates jumped nearly 2 per cent in the fast

half of the vear.
tO recover

In 1979, interest rates hovered around
11 per cent for the first-part of the year,
but started to-sky-rocket about July. Only
57000 homes were built in Ontario last

year,

Sandusk} president of the Toronto
Home Builders Asseciation end a builder
himself, warns that continued inter-
mratﬁ will force bulders out of business
and make it harder for the industry io
recover when conditions finally improve.

Most buflders will be able to survive the
next 60 1o 90 days without difficulty be-
cause they'll be fnancing their businesses
with money they've already borrowed at
low rates, and are still selling houses i
nanced during the last few years at low
martgage rates, said

But be warned that “'WEI‘E-H:‘!‘EEII:[F]&S
ing some of our less efficient builders™

“We're in danger of losing our produd-
tive capacity, s0 when the demand re-

See BUILDERS/page AT

[ Cosgrove ‘hopeful’ of help
for high martgages/A7

O Now is the time to
bury, builder says/El

Rustlers
cashin

-londemand

for wood

By Joe 0'Donnell Toronto Star

They eruise rural back roads late at
night and on weskends in their pick-up
trucks, armed with axes and chainsaws
— far a speedy haul of fresh fireseood.,

They're the latest brand of thiel —
tree rustlers. _

1 Experienced rustlers can cut down a
tree, chop it op and load it m 30
rmutes fat, savs John Griffiths, York
Reglon forester for the Ontario natural
respurces ministry.

“Some of the real pros might be able
to do the job even faster than that. And
the better they get, the more they can
swipe and the less chance there fs
they'll be canght,” he says.

Griffiths says tree rusiling, onge con-
sidered insignificant because of the
cheap price, plentiful supply and low
demand for firewood, has become a
mounting problem across the provinee,
including the rural areas around
Metro.

"It's the whaobe feelwond boom, what
with the trend to more fireplaces,
wood-burning stoves and furnaces
Everybody realizes the value of wood
thess days,” be say=

=20 woodiol-owners are a [ot more
concerped about thefl At ope 1':1:}11&,
they (rustlers) were just pests Now
they're taking money oot of the pock-
ets of the private owners. -

“And they're mad.”

While stolen firewood may be a pain
in the k to private woodlot
owners, the ministry has more serious
concerns — officials also about
the impact on valpable forest re-
SOUTTEs

Inexperienced thieves who can "
fudge wood quality are makmg off with
trees such as cak, ash and even black
walnat — worth thousands of dollars
for fine forniture and lumber produc-

See TREE/page Al4 |
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Metro has a surplus .

Metro could get 3 tax increase of less than
8 per cent this year — slightly less than
last year — because of a 2347 million
operating surplus, says Meiro chiel
administrative olficer John Eruger. AJ

$2 a gallon for gas?

If's not at 2ll inconeeivable that Cane-
dians will be paying $2 a gallon for-gaso-
line, by 1985, says [ormer energy minister
Ray Honatyshvo, A6

Harmony for Caravan

A “tremendous threat™ to ethnic-group
hmmuny:nﬂgtmwasatﬂ'md}mj’

when agreement was Teached between
Caravan and most of the 15 breakaway

R

avilions, Torento Alderman Arthur
E‘.‘.gg.lemn. Sﬂ.ﬁ? T

Red Wings’ coach fired

Detroit Hed Wings hockey coach Bobby
Kromm was fired veslerday less than 24
hotrs after owner Bruce Norris told

general manager Ted Lindsay 1o
“s‘traighlmwf."tﬁe D4

Disease source probed

A mysterions disorder kmown as Reyes
Thailand to Toronto may be man'made,
the result of normally harmiess viroses

acting in combination with chemicals that
are found in nm?hmmhuﬂ B

Chirysler aid urgent

indummmﬂerﬁerhﬁmyatm:hu 3
sense of urgency™ to- h:s meeting with

Chrysler President I.eE Iacocoa Monday
about aid for its ailing Windsor
operation. AS

Off the ground
Hﬂbmtemutherandpﬂutl}wmﬂm
has spent six mahﬂb

she hopes will ﬂna]l}*

mmrw-#mbelmadtnhe ﬁrst
Canadisn woman to ever tnﬂdl:uar own
girerafy. . H2

-Niagara test for star

Syndrome that is kiliing childres {rom ‘Elephant
ed
mﬁwmmam-

Man, Brosdway's mest acelaim-
Last season, is a hard act 1o follow,

‘at Niagara-on-the-Lake. F5

Lena calling it quits

. Velvet-voiced Lena Horpe, who at €3 18 big

gtill considerad one of the, worki's most
heaunfulwmm,hasmnﬂmid:ewﬂl

=

retire this month [rom the nightelub
entertainment circnit after 47 years in
show bosiness.  ALD

Efficient fire trap?

Wood-burning sloves are cutting foed bills
but many arent much more than orne-
ments and are causing numerols house
[ires.

Paeemakms safer

Pacemakers are pow safe from oulside
interference, but they dnm

metal detectors at airparts, they fit
mdﬂ'tha:rmthﬁmaﬂlfl:emﬂak

“mfioragm G¥

Big bucks in day care

When it comes to day care murseries the
i its go to the big chain operators,
the.mnma:ﬂ:upm—uﬁnrugghm

.
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